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Intercession for City on a Hill

At City on a Hill, our intercessory team is valued for its importance in 
praying for the leaders of the church and any matters that spiritually 

affect the church.  Since this team is so important, we seek to have 
high qualifications for our intercessors.  These qualities include the 

following:

1. Embrace and pray for the vision of COH.

2. Speak the truth based on the Word of God, but speak so that 
every thing that is said or done is done in the love of God and 

with the purpose of building up and edifying.

3. Pray every day and be on alert at any moment to pray for the 

church and its leadership.

4. Follow the guidelines for intercession as set forth in this 

manual.

Lesson 1:  Foundation of Spiritual Warfare

What is Spiritual Warfare?



Spiritual warfare is basically what the two words imply.  It is a type of war that takes place in the 

spirit, which requires spiritual strategies.  Spiritual warfare for the most part is invisible.  There are 

seers who see things in the spirit realm, but not every Christian involved in spiritual warfare 

“sees” the enemy they are fighting.  Invisible does not mean imaginary.     Invisible from the 

dictionary means, “unseen” while imaginary means, “fantasy.”  Our spiritual warfare is far from 

being fantasy.  It is a very real battle between the Kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness.

Invisible Yet Real
Our inner man is invisible yet eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:18 “We do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 
renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond 

all comparison.  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

Jesus was a flesh and blood man.  When he died and rose from the dead, Jesus became 

immortal and is now invisible to us.  Jesus is very REAL!

1 Timothy 1:17 “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 

ever. Amen.”

1 Peter 1:8 “In Him, though at present you cannot see Him, you nevertheless trust, and triumph with a joy 
which is unspeakable and is crowned with glory.”

Our faith is invisible.  Our faith is comprised of an invisible hope.  Though invisible, our faith and 

hope are demonstrated by the results in our lives.

Hebrews 11:1  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for; the evidence of things not seen.”

Our spiritual warfare is invisible yet powerful and effective.

Ephesians 6:12 Weymouth “For ours is not a conflict with mere flesh and blood, but with the despotisms, 
the empires, the forces that control and govern this dark world—the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed against us 

in the heavenly warfare.”

Kingdom of God versus Kingdom of Satan
Jesus explained where the Kingdom of God is.  It is in you.



Luke 17:20-22  “Asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He replied to them by 
saying, The kingdom of God does not come with signs to be observed or with visible display, nor will people 

say, Look! Here [it is]! or, See, [it is] there! For behold, the kingdom of God is within you [in your hearts] and 
among you [surrounding you].  And He said to the disciples, ‘The time is coming when you will long to see 

[even] one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see [it].’”

Jesus described that the power of God in Him was stronger than the power of Satan.  The 

Kingdom of God lived within Jesus and He overcame the devil by the power of that Kingdom.  We 

now, through Jesus, overcome the power of the devil.

Matthew 12:11-12 “If I am casting out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has arrived 
among you.  For who is powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man like Satan and plunder his 

goods? Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie him up and then plunder his house.”

Luke 11:21-22  “For when a strong man like Satan is fully armed and guards his palace, his possessions are 
safe—until someone even stronger attacks and overpowers him, strips him of his weapons, and carries off 

his belongings.”

Colossians 2:9-15 NET “For in him all the fullness of deity lives in bodily form, and you have been filled in 

him, who is the head over every ruler and authority.  In him you also were circumcised—not, however, with a 
circumcision performed by human hands, but by the removal of the fleshly body, that is, through the 

circumcision done by Christ.  Having been buried with him in baptism, you also have been raised with him 
through your faith in the power of God who raised him from the dead.  And even though you were dead in 

your transgressions and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he nevertheless made you alive with him, 
having forgiven all your transgressions.  He has destroyed what was against us, a certificate of 

indebtedness expressed in decrees opposed to us.  He has taken it away by nailing it to the cross.  
Disarming the rulers and authorities, he has made a public disgrace of them, triumphing over them by the 

cross.”

Where Spiritual Warfare Takes Place
The enemy of God was cast into the earth and the war was on. 

Luke 10:18 “And he said unto them, ‘I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.’”

Revelation 12:9 “And the huge dragon was cast down and out—that age-old serpent, who is called the 

Devil and Satan, he who is the seducer (deceiver) of all humanity the world over; he was forced out and 
down to the earth, and his angels were flung out along with him.”



Satan is not in hell yet.  His kingdom of darkness is in the heavens.  He will be cast into hell later 

in time.

Job 2:2 “And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Where do you come from?’ And Satan said in answer, ‘From 
wandering this way and that on the earth, and walking about on it.’”

1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith knowing that the same experiences of suffering 
are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.”  

What Must be Used as a Guide in any Spiritual Assignment
Spiritual warfare requires faith that God will honor our intercession.  Spiritual warfare requires a 

hope because faith is the substance of things hoped for.  Spiritual warfare requires, above all, that 

we love at all times and intercede with the heart of love from our Father.  Scripture says that of 

these three:  faith, hope, and love.   Love apape of God is the greatest and most important.

1 Corinthians 13:13 “Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is 
love.”

Encouraging Word in the Midst of the Battle

1 Peter 5:10 “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  

Lesson 2:  Foundation of Spiritual Warfare

Why We Are Caught in the Middle of Spiritual Warfare
The enemy of God is Satan.  He tried to become God and in pride declared that he would set up 

his throne in Heaven.  God kicked Satan out onto earth.

Isaiah 14:12-14 The Message
“What a comedown this, O Babylon!

Daystar! Son of Dawn!
Flat on your face in the underworld mud,

you, famous for flattening nations!
You said to yourself,

‘I’ll climb to heaven.
I’ll set my throne

over the stars of God.
I’ll run the assembly of angels



that meets on sacred Mount Zaphon. 
I’ll climb to the top of the clouds.

I’ll take over as King of the Universe!’”
 

So, Satan attempts to hurt God by hurting us.  One of Satan’s major schemes is to blind every 

person to the truth of the love and goodness of God.  His major tools are lies and deceit.  When 

he is successful in getting us to believe lies, then we are deceived and the Light of God cannot 

shine in our hearts.  This deception began in the Garden of Eden.  Satan stole the dominion given 

to mankind by God.  This dominion and authority was bought back by Jesus.

2 Corinthians 4:4  “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. 

They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the 
glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.”

Colossians 2:13-15 “You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut 

away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  He canceled the record of the 
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers 

and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.”

Luke 10:17-20  “And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through your name.”  And he said unto them, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.  Behold, I give 

unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall 

by any means hurt you.  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather 

rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”

One of the main ways Satan attacks God is by attacking the children of God.  God could wipe out 

the devil with a blink of His eye, but He has not done so yet.  Satan is fighting a battle he cannot 

win.  He is fighting Jehovah God who he will never defeat.  So, God allows the devil to come 

against us.  Why?  It is not to prove whether or not we will fail.  Our personal Father God knows 

we will not fail as a result of the testing of the devil.

Luke 22:31-32  “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have 

prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.”

Jesus prayed for Peter knowing Peter would be tested by the devil.  He told Peter beforehand 

that it was going to happen.  Then, notice what He told Peter.  “When you have turned again.”  

This word used 39 times in the New Testament means “to turn around and face the other 



direction.”  Peter denied Jesus, but when he realized his error, Peter turned around, repented, 

and became a great man in the Kingdom by leading others.

The purpose for the testing of the devil is to help us know how to strengthen our brothers and 

sisters in the Lord.  Think of the testimonies of people who have gotten victory and their 

testimonies gave us hope to stand strong.  

We have the same hope as did Peter because Jesus is ever interceding for us before the throne 

of our Father.

Romans 8:34 “Who is there to condemn [us]? Will Christ Jesus (the Messiah), Who died, or rather Who was 
raised from the dead, Who is at the right hand of God actually pleading as He intercedes for us?”

The battle rages as we stand against the power of Satan and overcome him with the weapons of 

the Lord.  So, since Satan’s kingdom is in our world, we are caught in the battle that Satan rages 

against God. Though we belong to The God, we contend with the little god of this world.

1 Timothy 6:12 “Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you 
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”

Ephesians 6:11 “Put on God’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which God supplies], that 

you may be able successfully to stand up against [all] the strategies and the deceits of the devil.”

Lesson 3:  Principles of Warfare

According to Eddie Smith in Making Sense of Spiritual Warfare pages 92-93, there are three 

warfare principles.  

Effective Warfare: Requires Words of Rebuke
Power and authority are not synonymous with emotion.  Shouting at a demon or the devil will not 

make them move one inch.  The Bible says that Jesus rebuked the demon spirits, storms, and 

people.  This does not mean that He screamed at them.

Matthew 8:26 Jesus “rebuked” the storm and it ceased.



Luke 4:35 Jesus “rebuked” the demon in a child and the demon came out.

Paul instructed Timothy in some fundamentals of walking faithfully in the ministry God had given 

to him.  Timothy was told to “rebuke” those to whom he ministered.  Rebuke does not mean to 

scream at or even talk loudly to.
  
2 Timothy 4:2 “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine.”  

In Luke 17:3 Jesus told his disciples that if a brother wronged you, then “rebuke” him and then 

forgive him if he repents.  The idea of rebuke in this verse is to speak frankly, honestly, and even 

politely to someone who is wrong.  www.greekgems.com

To rebuke is scriptural.  It is a strategy in spiritual warfare.  To rebuke someone is not a prayer.  

When we rebuke someone or some thing like a storm, we are not praying to that person or thing.  

To rebuke in spiritual warfare is sometimes necessary but we never pray to the devil or a 
demon. 

Jude 9 “Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did 
not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”

Effective Warfare:  Standing Your Ground in the Spirit

Never run from the battle.  Do not let the devil intimidate you.  Do not let fear have any place in 

the warfare.  Stand your ground with the backing from the Word of God. AND, do not fear!!!

Ephesians 6:10-11 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of 

God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.”

1 John 4:4-5 “You are from God, little children, and have overcome them (spirits not of God); because 
greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak as 

from the world, and the world listens to them.”

http://www.greekgems.com


2 Timothy 1:7  “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning 

fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline 
and self-control.”

Effective Warfare: Respect for the Devil 
Recognize and respect the devil and his position, but do not give him any more attention than 

necessary.  He is the prince of the power of the air according to Ephesians 2:2.  Call him by name 

and invoke the authority of the Word against him.  

James 4:7 “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

Ephesians 4:27 “Neither give place to the devil.”

Recognize that the devil will mimic what God does.  Recognize his devices.

Matthew 4:19  “And He (Jesus) said to them, ‘Come after Me [as disciples—letting Me be your Guide], 

follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men!’”

Jesus told Peter and Andrew in Matthew 4:18-19 that if they would follow Him, He would make 

them fishers of men.  They did and He did!  Satan is a thief and a deceiver.  He “fishes” for men 

because he copied that strategy from what Jesus said we would do.  Satan is always attempting 

to lure people into his kingdom.  We must be aware of his devices and refuse to be lured from 

Christ.

Recognize that Satan is real but do not focus on him.

Excerpt from Happy Intercessor by Beni Johnson, pages 91-93.   

“Intercessors have the ability to pick up many things that are going on in the spirit realms.  Often, it seems 
like intercessors get so focused on what the devil is doing that they do not look at what God is doing.  The 

question is not, ‘What is the devil doing?’  The question should be, ‘What is God doing?’  This should be the 
life theme of all of the people of God.  I’ve discovered that many intercessors do not live out of a place of joy 

because they get stuck in the earthly realm and are preoccupied with logic and reason.  Then, their prayers 
get focused on what seems logical, which is not where God is coming from most of the time!  Some 

intercessors get stuck in a realm with their focus on the devil so that they only see hopelessness, doom, and 



fear.  The problem is that, when intercessors choose to pray from those realms, they end up praying from a 
defensive place.”

1 Peter 5:8-10  “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring 

lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith knowing that the same experiences of 
suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  After you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, 
strengthen and establish you.”

Comfort from the Lord Jesus Christ
John 16:33 “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

Lesson 4:  Types of Prayer in Spiritual Warfare

We Are Dangerous
 “God didn’t put me here (on earth) to get headaches from Satan.  He put me here to give Satan 

headaches!  I am dangerous; and so are you!” (Making Sense of Spiritual Warfare by Eddie Smith, 

pages 131-132)

Prayer in the Name of Jesus
Jesus gave an assignment to a group of 70 of His followers as He sent them out to do ministry.  

In Luke 10 we read of that “sending.”  When they returned they were excited because the devils 

had been subject to them in the power of the name of Jesus.  

Luke 10:19:  “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”

Jesus also told His disciples in John 14:13-14 that He was giving them power which was basically 

“power of attorney” in spiritual things.  

“Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If ye shall 

ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”



We must remember what Ephesians 3:20-21 declares to us about this power of attorney.  This 

power of attorney is based on the truth “according to the power that works in us.”  We ask and 

receive if that power is really working in us.

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and 

ever. Amen.”

Prayer with the Word of God
Luke 11:2  “When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.”

Ephesians 6:17-18 “Take… the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. With all prayer and petition 
pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all 

the saints.”

John 15:7  “If you live in Me [abide vitally united to Me] and My words remain in you and continue to live in 

your hearts, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you.”

Eddie Smith wrote on page 140 of Making Sense of Spiritual Warfare:

“We’re all familiar with the phrase from the model prayer Jesus taught His disciples:  ‘Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ from Matthew 6:10.  In this one 

sentence we learn an important key.  Our assignment as heaven’s ambassadors is to see to it 

that the earth is transformed as the kingdom of God displaces the kingdom of darkness.”

Since Jesus was talking about prayer, we know that He was telling us to displace the kingdom of 

darkness by using the power of prayer.  This seems to be such a daunting assignment, but He 

would not have given the instruction if it were not possible. 

A great starting point to begin this assignment would be to simply pray the words of Jesus: 

“Father, Your name is very holy and we honor You and Your name.  We ask that Your Kingdom 

will come to this earth and that Your will be done on this earth just as it is carried out in heaven.”

Prayer in the Holy Spirit
Paul taught about praying in the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 14.  He said of himself in verse 18: “I thank 

my God, I speak with tongues more than you all.”  Praying in the Spirit was a natural way to pray 



for the early Christians.  Paul taught, however, that praying in the Spirit had a specific purpose.  

He told the Christians in verse 14:  “For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prays, but my 

understanding is unfruitful.”  Praying in the Spirit has a specific purpose and as we pray in the 

Spirit, by faith we believe that understanding will be given to us.  There is a stress here on 

obeying the Lord in faith.  As we obey, our Lord brings the understanding.  That understanding 

may not come immediately, but the Lord will show us how our prayers have worked. 

1 Corinthians 14:2
“For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters 

mysteries in the Spirit.”

Romans 8:24-27 Weymouth  
“If we hope for something, which we do not see, then we eagerly and patiently wait for it.  In the same way 

the Spirit also helps us in our weakness; for we do not know what prayers to offer nor in what way to offer 
them. But the Spirit Himself pleads for us in yearnings (groanings) that can find no words, and the Searcher 

of hearts knows what the Spirit’s meaning is, because His intercessions for God’s people are in harmony 
with God’s will.”

Groaning in the spirit is the language that Holy Spirit uses many times as He prays through us to 

our Father.  When Holy Spirit prays with His language through us, our Father understands the 

language.  We are speaking with a language that utters mysteries that only the Spirit and our 

Father understand.  

“This kind of praying is humbling in a liberating way.  Self-satisfied intercessors will turn away 

from it, but people who know they are weak and who are desperate for more of God will have 

difficulty not praying with “groanings too deep for words,” under the direct influence of His Holy 

Spirit.”  The Lifestyle of a Watchman by James Goll, page 88

The Word shows us that praying in the Spirit has many benefits and blessings.  

Jude 20-21 “You, my loved ones, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, and making prayers in the 

Holy Spirit, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for life eternal through the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

Acts 10:44-46 “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all who were listening to 

the message.  And the believers from among the circumcised [the Jews] who came with Peter were 
surprised and amazed, because the free gift of the Holy Spirit had been bestowed and poured out largely 



even on the Gentiles. For they heard them talking in [unknown] tongues (languages) and extolling and 
magnifying God.”

Prayer of Binding and Loosing (Declarations)
Matthew 18:18  “Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  

Peter Wagner says of this teaching that the translation from the King James Version “fails to 

convey an extremely significant nuance of the original Greek.”  (Making Sense of Spiritual 

Warfare by Eddie Smith, page 141)  The explanation continues by Peter Wagner as he said:  

“The more literal translation would be: ‘Whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in 

heaven and whatever you loose will have been loosed in heaven.’  This means that an essential 

synchronization exists between the activities on earth and activities in heaven.  And it establishes 

the crucial sequence of:  heaven first, then earth.” (page 141)

We can only bind or loose in earth what God has bound or loosed in heaven.  Christ has already 

defeated Satan and that is a finished work.  We as prayer warriors, however, can only enforce 

what our Captain of the Hosts instructs us to enforce.  He is the General.  We are His soldiers, 

taking orders from the General. 

According to Eddie Smith, he believes “the purpose of spiritual warfare is kingdom displacement.”  

(page 143)  We pray and release what God tells us to release.  As we release the word given to 

us by the Lord, the spiritual atmosphere begins to change.  Speaking light into darkness will 

displace that darkness as we speak in faith and authority.

Practical Examples:
1. Take a large cup of coffee.  The coffee in that cup can be displaced in one of two ways:  

the coffee can be poured out or the coffee can be displaced by simply pouring pure water 

into the cup until all the coffee has been displaced.  If the coffee is poured out, then the 

cup is empty and available for even worse coffee to be poured in.  We never want to be 

“empty” in the Lord.  We want to always be full and by filling ourselves with Him, there is 

less and less room for anything that is evil.

2. If Wal-Mart comes into a small town to build a supercenter, it does not tear down all the 

other variety stores in that town.  Over time, the success of Wal-Mart will displace the 

small variety stores.  No tearing down is necessary.  Displacement takes place.



Lesson 5:  Using Wisdom in Spiritual Warfare

Warfare Mistakes
According to Eddie Smith, one of the greatest spiritual warfare mistakes he sees over and over is 

the “idea that we must somehow pull down every ruling spirit over our cities if we are to see 

revival.  That seems to be the ultimate goal of many who call themselves spiritual warriors or 

warfare intercessors.” Making Sense of Spiritual Warfare page 143

Luke 11:24-26 “When a foul spirit has left a man, it roams about in the Desert, seeking a resting-place; but, 

unable to find any, it says, ‘I will return to the house I have left;’ and when it comes, it finds the house swept 
clean and in good order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more malignant than itself, and 

they enter and dwell there; and in the end that man’s condition becomes worse than it was at first.”

If we tried to take out all the ruling spirits over a city, then our battle would be so intense because 

we would be required to do battle with more and more demonic spirits.  Our cities would become 

more evil rather than less. 

Maturity is Necessary
Hebrews 5:13-14 NASB “Everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of 
righteousness, for he is an infant.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their 

senses trained to discern good and evil.” 
 

Hebrews 5:13-14 Weymouth “Solid food is for adults—that is, for those who through constant practice have 
their spiritual faculties carefully trained to distinguish good from evil.”

“Some intercessors, overcome with impatience, have decided presumptuously to fight their own 

battles, determine their own targets, and call their own shots.  They move out on their own with 

little or no directive from their Commander, the Lord of Hosts.  They conduct their own spiritual air 

raids and have precious little to show for it.  Many have suffered backlash, some are sick, and 

some have even died.”  Making Sense of Spiritual Warfare page 84

“Satan is clever.  Shaking your fist in the air and declaring open war on high-ranking demons 

could cost you everything.  You need to know that whatever you are doing and saying carries 

God’s authority and not yours.” Making Sense of Spiritual Warfare page 86



Wisdom in Displacing the Kingdom of Darkness
The wisdom of God gives us guidelines for displacing the kingdom of darkness. James 4:7 tells 

us to submit first to God, then to resist the devil so that the devil will flee.  According to scripture, 

there is order in carrying out spiritual warfare.

Eddie Smith made the following points:

“Here’s my point:  It’s not a matter of our cleansing the heavenlies above our cities.  It’s a matter 

of removing by the Father’s direction those specific structures of darkness that are hindering the 

light of the gospel and thus the establishment of God’s kingdom.  When we seek first the 

Kingdom of God, the other things will be given to us.  (Matthew 6:25-34)”

“Nevertheless, at times there are territorial princes that must be pulled down.  God will make 
those assignments as He wills.  God’s kingdom will displace Satan’s kingdom.”   Making Sense 

of Spiritual Warfare by Eddie Smith page 144

Using Strategic Prayer
What Satan has been building for thousands of years can be brought down in minutes through 

strategic prayer.  The key is strategy.  Demolition teams go into a building and study the structure 

of the building.  They must find the exact places where to place dynamite so that when they push 

the button for demolition, the building comes down quickly through a chain reaction.  They have 

learned that they do not need large amounts to blow up the building.  By careful planning and 

proper placement of dynamite, the building will crumble and implode.  

Never Give up the Fight
Satan is not just going to let us defeat him.  He will try any tactics in an attempt to defeat God.  

We must have the strategy from God to displace the power of the enemy that withstands us.  We 

must never give up because Satan will never give up.

Revelation 12:12 “Terror will come on the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you in great 

anger, knowing that he has little time.”  



Biblical Example of Spiritual Maturity in Warfare
Acts 16:16-39
Maturity is needed in doing spiritual warfare.  Strategy from the Lord must be obtained.

A demoniac was harassing Paul and Silas.  Paul let the demon harass them for days before he 

dealt with it.  They were on their way to the house of prayer when attacked.  They were doing the 

work of the Lord.  The devil loves to attack us when we are doing the work of the Lord.

The demonic spirit was actually speaking “truth” to Paul and Silas, but was doing so in a way to 

deceive.  Paul knew it was a demon. Paul did not just “cast” out the demon.  He waited to get the 

strategy from the Lord.  When Paul finally did deal with the spirit, angry mobs threw them in 

prison.  What a strategy!

As a result of being thrown in prison, however, Holy Spirit moved in and many were saved and 

the witness of Jesus was given to the high officials of the city.

What a strategy!

Lesson 6:  Role of the Intercessor in Spiritual Warfare

God Looks for Intercessors
Ezekiel 22:30-31
“And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for 
the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.  Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon 

them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, 
says the Lord GOD.”

This Word was spoken to God’s people.  In the verses preceding this word of correction and 

judgment shows that the priests, prophets, princes, and ordinary people of God were corrupt and 

disobedient to the Lord.

Among His people, in verse 30 God says He was looking for one man or person who would stand 

between God and the people to cry out for forgiveness for the wrongdoing, but God could not 

even find one.  He was not looking for 10 or 100, just one faithful prayer warrior.



Isaiah 59:16 “And He saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was no one to intercede.”

What is Intercession?

According to Oxford Dictionary, intercession is the “action of intervening on behalf of another.”  

According to Cambridge English Dictionary, intercession is “the act of using your influence to 

make someone in authority forgive someone else or save them from punishment.”  According to 

Free Dictionary, intercession is “mediation in a dispute.”

According to the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, intercession had an original meaning, 

but the word’s meaning has evolved from the Old Testament meaning to the New Testament 

meaning.  Intercession in the Old Testament was the word pagha`.  Originally, it meant, "to strike 

upon," or "against.”   In a good sense, intercession meant "to assail anyone with petitions," or "to 

urge.”  

A number of scriptural examples show that intercession is to the Lord but can also be made to 

people.  

In Luke 18:1-8 Jesus spoke about the importance of prayer.  In explaining how we should 

approach our Father in prayer, Jesus told a parable.  In this parable, a woman came before a 

judge repeatedly asking for intervention against her enemy.  Jesus ended the parable by 

instructing us what our Father will do for us.  “Will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to 

Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? I tell you that He will bring about justice for them 

quickly.”

Notice in James 5:1-6 how our Father will avenge us of our enemy when we cry out to Him.

James 5:1-6 NLT
“Look here, you rich people: Weep and groan with anguish because of all the terrible troubles ahead of you. 

Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine clothes are moth-eaten rags. Your gold and silver have become 
worthless. The very wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire. This treasure you have 

accumulated will stand as evidence against you on the day of judgment.  For listen! Hear the cries of the 
field workers whom you have cheated of their pay.  The wages you held back cry out against you. The cries 

of those who harvest your fields have reached the ears of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.  You have spent 
your years on earth in luxury, satisfying your every desire. You have fattened yourselves for the day of 

slaughter.  You have condemned and killed innocent people, who do not resist you.”

The English word is derived from the Latin intercedo, "to come between."  The growth of meaning 

in this word in the various languages is interesting. In the Greek New Testament we find the word 



enteuxis in 1 Timothy 2:1 that is translated as intercessions and prayer.  This word in the Greek 

meant “an interview” for the purpose of making a supplication.  

1 Timothy 2:1 “FIRST OF all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men.”

Then, entugchano is found in Romans 8:26-34.  It has the meaning in the Greek of “confer with” 

and “make entreaty in favor or against.”

Romans 8:26-27 “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches 

the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.”

Romans 8:33-34 “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one 

who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised who is at the right hand of God, 
who also intercedes for us.”

So, intercession, as related to prayer, can be explained as conferring with Holy Spirit so that a 

petition can be made to our Heavenly Father in behalf of someone or some thing as related to 

people.

Jesus, Our Intercessor
Isaiah 53:11-12 “As a result of the anguish of His soul, He (God) will see it and be satisfied.  By His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I 

will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong because He poured out 
Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors.  Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and 

interceded for the transgressors.”

As Jesus hung on the Cross, he was bearing the punishment for every sinner and He was 

interceding before the Father for transgressors.  That intercession began as He hung on the 

Cross.  

Luke 23:34  “And Jesus prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Jesus asked our Father to forgive those who crucified Him because they did not realize what they 

were doing.  He was interceding to our Father for mercy for these transgressors.

The intercession of Jesus can be seen before His death on the Cross as well.  When Jesus went 

to the tomb of Lazarus, He prayed.  How did He pray?  The Word says, “He groaned in the spirit.”   

Then, before He spoke to Lazarus to come forth from the grave, Jesus looked up to Heaven and 

thanked our Father that He heard Jesus pray.  Notice how He prayed in John 11:33, 38.



John 11:33, 38, 41 “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with 
her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.  Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 

grave.  And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.”

Groaning in the Spirit is a type of prayer as we see in Romans 8:26.  Jesus modeled this prayer 

for us before the fullness of Holy Spirit came to believers.

Romans 8:26  “Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 

ought: but the Spirit itself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

Now, in Heaven, Jesus continues to intercede for the children of God.

Hebrew 7:24-25 “Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood 

permanently.  Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.”

As intercessors, we are interceding to our Father with the help and leadership of Holy Spirit.  As 

did Jesus, we are interceding for mercy and help for others.

Corporate Intercession

In The Lifestyle Of A Watchman by James Goll, he compares an intercessory team to an 

orchestra.  Below is a quote from his book on pages 45-47.  

“I am sure it is not too much of a stretch for you to see the similarity between a musical ensemble of any size 
and a group of people praying.  In the case of prayer, the conductor is the Lord Jesus Christ, and Holy Spirit 

sets the tempo.  The score is the Word of God.  And the instruments or musicians?  Of course—those are 
you and me!”

“Do you know what intercessors are doing when they pray?  Essentially, they are painting targets that draw 

the powerful arrows of God’s glory to earth to strike the mark.  Or, to revert to the image of a group of 
musicians, each one of us has a special part to play in the grand heaven-to-earth orchestration, and we do 

this by striking the right notes at the right time.”

James Goll continues the analogy of the orchestra and prayer by naming eleven different 

“sounds” that occurs in prayer.  Each of these sounds when brought together in a corporate 

setting makes a significant contribution to the intercession that is taking place.

“In brief, they are as follow:  thanksgiving, praise, and worship; dedication and commitment; petition, 
intercession, and supplication; commands and decrees; and rumbly low note—curses.  These aspects of 



prayer align themselves into groupings, much as various instruments in an orchestra are seated together in 
sections.”

So, intercession is meant to be a harmonious sound that goes into the ears of our Father and 

bring Him pleasure.  The harmonious sound is unity.  When our Father hears that harmonious 

sound, we have a promise that He will do something wonderful. 

Psalm 133:1,3

“BEHOLD, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  For there the Lord has 
commanded the blessing, even life forevermore.”

As intercessors, we have been called to pray.  As we pray in harmony and unity, we are in effect 

moving our Lord to pronounce and pour out blessing and life.  Let us be challenged to pray, but to 

pray in unity with our fellow intercessors!

Lesson 7:  Intercessor as a One Who Births

In Happy Intercessor, on pages 30-31, Beni Johnson shares the following foundation for their 

intercession in their church.  She is the overseer for their intercessory teams.  She shares what 

began to happen as a renewal came to their congregation a number of years ago.  

Praying from His Heart
“We began to hear the heartbeat of Heaven.  This depth of His presence was new for 

many.  What we learned was that we were moving into true intercession.  There was a mixture of 

love, joy, and extreme heartbreak.  This heartbreak that we would feel was from the extreme, 

intense love that our Father has for His children all over the world.  We found that when we would 

let ourselves experience the longing of a Heavenly Father, who was desperate to pour His love 

upon us, that we could almost become “addicted” to His glorious presence.  We found that, once 

we experienced that depth of His love, we desired nothing on Earth more than to be in the 

presence of our Heavenly Father.”

Calling Forth His Desires



“In such times, I often see faces, places, and situations in my mind’s eyes.  I often feel as 

if God is showing me things that I need to think about and brood over in the way that a mother 

hen broods over her eggs.  Genesis 1:1 says, “Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless 

emptiness, an inky blackness.  God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.”(TM)  To 

be honest, most of the time when I am in this place, I just agree.  I agree with the plans that God 

already has for people, for regions, and for the earth.  “Yes God, do that God…go there Father…

that’s amazing Lord Jesus.”  When I pray this way, I feel as though I am praying from His heart 

and calling into existence the very desires that are already in the heart of God.”

“In those times, I feel as though I become the very womb of God.  “He who believes in 

Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.” (John 7:38 

NASB)  The words innermost being come from the word, koila, which means “womb.”  We are the 

womb of God.  In our intercessions we are creating and birthing the things of Heaven.  We carry 

the life of the Kingdom within us (Luke 17:21).  It will flow out of us in our intercessions.”

Romans 8:9-28
“You are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God 

living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to 
him at all.) 

And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life 
because you have been made right with God. 

The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 

Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. 
For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

your sinful nature, you will live. 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he 
adopted you as his own children.  Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 

For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 
And since we are his children, we are his heirs.  In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory, but 

if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. 
Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 

For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. 



Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse, but with eager hope, the creation looks forward to 
the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 

For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for 

we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering.  We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when 
God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 

We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for it, 
but if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.) 

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for, 
but the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 

And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in 
harmony with God’s own will. 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 
called according to his purpose for them.”

Lesson 8:  Intercessor as a Gatekeeper

Old Testament Type that Demonstrates Intercessors
Gatekeepers in the House of the Lord were vital.  They were “chosen” by the king and the 

prophet.

1 Chronicles 9:22 “In all, there were 212 gatekeepers in those days, and they were listed according to the 

genealogies in their villages. David and Samuel the seer had appointed their ancestors because they were 
reliable men.”

This practice was so important that when Solomon became king, he continued the order that his 

father David had established.

2 Chronicles 8:14  “In assigning the priests to their duties, Solomon followed the regulations of his father, 
David. He also assigned the Levites to lead the people in praise and to assist the priests in their daily duties. 



And he assigned the gatekeepers to their gates by their divisions, following the commands of David, the 
man of God.”

Gatekeepers were assigned specific tasks in the Old Testament.

1 Chronicles 9:19 “Shallum was the son of Kore, a descendant of Abiasaph, from the clan of Korah. He and 

his relatives, the Korahites, were responsible for guarding the entrance to the sanctuary, just as their 
ancestors had guarded the Tabernacle in the camp of the LORD.

1 Chronicles 9:23-24 “These gatekeepers and their descendants, by their divisions, were responsible for 

guarding the entrance to the house of the LORD when that house was a tent. The gatekeepers were 
stationed on all four sides—east, west, north, and south.”

1 Chronicles 9:26-27  “The four chief gatekeepers, all Levites, were trusted officials, for they were 

responsible for the rooms and treasuries at the house of God. They would spend the night around the house 
of God, since it was their duty to guard it and to open the gates every morning.”

1 Chronicles 9:28 “Some of the gatekeepers were assigned to care for the various articles used in worship. 

They checked them in and out to avoid any loss.”

2 Chronicles 23:19 “Jehoiada, the priest also stationed gatekeepers at the gates of the LORD’s Temple to 
keep out those who for any reason were ceremonially unclean.”

2 Chronicles 31:14 “Kore son of Imnah the Levite, who was the gatekeeper at the East Gate, was put in 
charge of distributing the voluntary offerings given to God, the gifts, and the things that had been dedicated 

to the LORD.”

Gatekeepers were faithful to their posts and relied on others in the ministry to help them.  Notice 

below that they “did not need to leave their posts of duty.”  To be a gatekeeper was a serious 

assignment.

2 Chronicles 35:15 “The gatekeepers guarded the gates and did not need to leave their posts of duty, for 

their Passover offerings were prepared for them by their fellow Levites.”

New Testament Callings
Jesus told us that gatekeepers are still necessary.



Mark 13:34 “The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. 
When he left home, he gave each of his servants instructions about the work they were to do, and he told 

the gatekeeper to watch for his return.”

Holy Spirit calls intercessors.  Intercessors today are gatekeepers for the Lord.  They watch at the 

gate of prayer.  As intercessors we simply stand ready at all times to pray!

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 

There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the 
same God who does the work in all of us.  A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.”

Intercessors partner with Jesus as High Priest.  Intercessors do not pray in their own ability or 

with their agenda.  They are in partnership with Jesus, who is always interceding.

Hebrews 7:24-25 “Because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts forever. Therefore he is able, once and 

forever, to save those who come to God through him. He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.”

Ephesians 6:18: "Praying always with all prayer and supplication (strong incessant pleadings) and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints."  

Intercessors as messengers of God must hear and obey His voice.

Proverbs 13:17 The Passion Translation  “An undependable messenger causes a lot of trouble, but the 
trustworthy and wise messengers release healing wherever they go.”

1 Timothy 2:1 “FIRST OF all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men.”

Jesus interceded to His Father for those who crucified Him. 

Luke 23:34  “And Jesus prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Just as Jesus continues to intercede for us before our Father, we accept the assignment as 

intercessor at the gate of prayer.  We must be messengers of God that cry out to Him for mercy 

for others and ourselves.

God’s Love for His People



Isaiah was the prophet of God.  He spoke for God.  In Isaiah 62 the prophet speaks the heart of 

God for His people.  Isaiah speaks in verse one what he plans to do as the representative of the 

Lord.  Prophets spoke for God in the Old Testament.  Prophets today are still being called to 

speak for God and lead God’s people in right paths.  Notice the personal resolve of Isaiah as he 

speaks for God.

Isaiah 62:1 “For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not keep quiet, until her 
righteousness goes forth like brightness, and her salvation like a torch that is burning.”

Then, in verses six and seven, Isaiah calls on the watchmen for the city to join him in his crying 

out to God for the people of God.  Watchmen and gatekeepers were essentially the same.  They 

had responsibility to keep guard and watch at the gates of the city.  We see this in Nehemiah.  

The gatekeepers “kept” the gates.  This word “kept” in Nehemiah is the same Hebrew word as 

“watchmen” used in Isaiah 62:6-7.

Isaiah 62:6-7 “On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen.  All day and all night they will never 

keep silent.  You who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves.  And give Him no rest until He 
establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

Nehemiah 11:19  “The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren that kept the gates, were an 
hundred seventy and two.”

Then again in Nehemiah 12:35, we see that the gatekeepers were watchmen for the city.  They 

were “keeping” watch, as a watchman would do at the gates.

Nehemiah 12:25 “Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were gatekeepers 

keeping the ward at the thresholds of the gates.”

Our God so loves His people that His heart is to have watchmen who will be on the job 
watching and then calling to the Lord for His intervention for the people.  This is true 
under the Old Covenant.  God’s heart for His people in the New Covenant has not 
changed.  He is still calling for those who will watch in prayer for the souls of men.

Hebrews 13:17 “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable 

for you.”



The writer of Hebrews shows us that God calls men and women today to watch for our souls.  

The word “watch” in Hebrews 13:17 means “to be sleepless.”  Just as Isaiah 62:6-7 called on 

watchmen to cry out day and night, Hebrews 13:17 is saying that God’s heart has not changed.  

He is still calling on men and women to be watchmen crying out day and night for the souls of 

mankind.

Are you ready to take on the challenge of this calling?  


